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also falls in love, but with more unbridled and wilful passion.
Her lover, gifted with all the qualities of exterior polish and
vivacity, proves faithless, and marries a woman of large
fortune. The interest and merit of the piece depend alto-
gether upon the behaviour of the elder sister, while obliged at
once to sustain her own disappointment with fortitude, and
to support her sister, wrho abandons herself, with unsuppressed
feelings, to the indulgence of grief. The marriage of the
unworthy rival at length relieves her own lover from his
imprudent engagement, while her sister, turned wise by
precept, example, and experience, transfers her affection to a
very respectable and somewhat too serious admirer, who had
nourished an unsuccessful passion through the three volumes.

In Pride and Prejudice the author presents us with a family
of young women, bred up under a foolish and vulgar mother,
and a father whose good abilities lay hid under such a load of
indolence and insensibility, that he had become contented
to make the foibles and follies of his wife and daughters the
subject of dry and humorous sarcasm, rather than of ad-
monition, or restraint. This is one of the portraits from
ordinary life which shews our author's talents in a very strong
point of view. A friend of ours, whom the author never
saw or heard of, was at once recognized by his own family as
the original of Mr. Bennet, and we do not know if he has yet
got rid of the nickname. A Mr. Collins, too, a formal, con-
ceited, yet servile young sprig of divinity, is drawn with the
same force and precision. The story of the piece consists
chiefly in the fates of the second sister, to whom a man of
high birth, large fortune, but haughty and reserved manners,
becomes attached, in spite of the discredit thrown upon the
object of his affection by the vulgarity and ill-conduct of her
relations. The lady, on the contrary, hurt at the contempt
of her connections, which the lover does not even attempt
to suppress, and prejudiced against him on other accounts,
refuses the hand which he ungraciously offers, and does not
perceive that she has done a foolish thing until she accidentally
visits a very handsome seat and grounds belonging to her
admirer. They chance to meet exactly as her prudence had
begun to subdue her prejudice; and after some essential
services rendered to her family, the lover becomes encouraged
to renew his addresses, and the novel ends happily.